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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 24th July, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Mohammad Ayub, 

Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves, June Harrison and Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies  

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
There were no apologies for absence submitted prior to the meeting.   
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations of interest were submitted at the meeting. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 22nd May 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 22nd May 
2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

4 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The Regeneration Manager submitted a report to provide the Panel with details of progress 
with the 2017/18 Housing Renewal Programme and reported that £3,892 had been spent 
by the end of June 2017.  She provided financial details of the Housing Programme for East 
Accrington and the Housing Improvement Programme and pointed out that there had been 
a negative spend because of insurance costs.  She reported that the Nuttall Street 
pedestrian crossing was new, complete and operational.  The Panel was updated on 
progress on site at the rear of Phoenix 1.  She also reported that there had been no 
spending on the Pendle Street, Lower Woodnook and Hudson Street Facelift projects.  In 
respect of the Spring Street, Rishton facelift she reported that Rosslee Construction had 
been the appointed contractors and that costs had been lower than anticipated.   
 
Members asked if progress had been made on the Pendle Street project and the Head of 
Regeneration and Housing reported that the Executive Director for Legal and Democratic 
Services would be taking responsibility for exploring a compulsory purchase order.         
 
Resolved - That the report be noted.  
 

5 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manger submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to the land and buildings 
detrimental to the area during the period 1st May to 30 June 2017.  He reported that there 
had been 4 cases prosecuted due to non-compliance.    
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Members submitted comments on questions on the following issues: 
 
368-370 Blackburn Road – progress after serious fire resulting in problems for neighbours 
77 Dowry Street – long term vacant property with many complaints from residents 
Former Council Offices, Cannon Street – poor and deteriorating condition 
Bridge Pub – progress report request 
Oswald House – children accessing the site and concerns that someone will get    injured, 

many complaints to the Police. 
60 Portman Street – request for a progress report 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager responded: 
 
368-370 Blackburn Road – that some works had commenced on the property and further 
discussions were being held with the Planning Department in respect of progress.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing advised that Notices had been served and there 
was a lot of activity taking place behind the scenes but proposed that Councillor Cleary 
(Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Regeneration and Housing) and the Church Ward Councillors 
were provided with a progress report on works taking place. 
 
77 Dowry Street and the Former Council Offices on Cannon Street – the Environmental 
Protection Manager reported that the Council was working with the owners of the properties 
and the Planning Department to determine further action but would seek further advice from 
the Planners.  He indicated that he would inform the Chair of the Regeneration and Housing 
Panel and Councillor Dobson on progress with the properties.   
 
Oswald House – the Environmental Protection Manager reported that he had served a 
Notice on the owner to secure the property using metal screens but pointed out that the 
owner was still within the period of time allowed for the work to be carried out.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing explained that the Council had powers to 
prosecute but advised that this did not always lead to the preferred solution.  He pointed out 
that the Council only had absolute power if the building was considered dangerous and 
causing a risk.  He advised that Building Control should be contacted should it become 
dangerous.  He pointed out that it was the responsibility of the owner to ensure that the 
building was adequately secure. 
 
60 Portman Street -    the Environmental Protection Manager indicated that he would 
investigate matters.   
 
Councillor Dobson referred to the use of enforcement powers by the Council and if these 
were still effective now as they had been initially.  He proposed that the Council considered 
changes to Council policy to encouraging landlords to make greater efforts to prevent long 
term vacancies.      
 
The Regeneration Manager pointed out that it was possible to remove properties from the 
valuation list if they were too dilapidated.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
explained how irresponsible owners often worked around the rules.   
 
Resolved                 (1)  That the report be noted; 
 

          (2) That Councillor Cleary (Cabinet Portfolio Holder for 
Regeneration and Housing) and the Church Ward Councillors 
be provided with a progress report on the improvements to 
368 - 370 Blackburn Road; and  
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          (3) That the Environmental Protection Manager keeps Councillor 

Cleary and Councillor Dobson informed of progress on the 
properties 77 Dowry Street and the former Council Offices, 
Cannon Street. 

 
6 Housing Advice and Homelessness Activity Update 

 
The Housing Advice and Homelessness Manager submitted a report to update the Panel 
with activity of the Housing Advice Team and monitoring of casework for the financial year 
2016/17.  He informed the Panel of the following data on the end of year outcomes for 
Housing Advice and Homelessness for April 2016 – March 2017. 
 

 The top three main reasons for homelessness in Hyndburn had matched those 
nationally and were: relationship breakdown, end of assured shorthold tenancy and 
parental evictions.  

 The number of applicants placed in temporary accommodation had been 26 for an 
average length of stay of 26 nights. 

 The Housing Advice Team has a high rate of preventing homelessness and 49% of 
applicants had secure housing with B with Us.   

 
The Housing Advice and Homelessness Manager reported on changes to legislation in 
respect of the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 with the main changes being to the 
length of time a person can be regarded as being threatened with homelessness from 28 
days to 56 day.  There would also be a duty to assess every eligible applicant’s case and 
agree a plan and a duty for the public authority to refer cases to the local housing authority.   
 
The Housing Advice and Homelessness Manager explained how the impact of the changes 
to legislation would have an increase in workload for the Housing Advice Team.   
 
He reported on the difficulties experienced by the Housing Advice Team in seeking 
information from the Department of Works and Pensions on the housing element of the 
payment to claimants of Universal Credit which was necessary to process an applicant’s 
application for homelessness.   

Resolved (1) That the Panel noted the end of year outcomes for April 
2016 to March 2017, as set out in the report; 

 (2) That the Panel noted the change in timescales and the 
new duties it will introduce with the implementation of 
the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017; and 

                             (3) That the Panel noted the impact of the introduction of 
Universal Credit on homeless presentations being 
assessed by the Housing Advice Team.  

 
7 Town Centre and Markets 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that the replacement for the Town Centre 
Manager, the Business and Marketing Co-ordinator, had not yet been appointed but they 
had advertised the post.  He reported that they had finalised the contractors with 
Lancashire County Council for the square and Blackburn Road.  He reported that works 
were due to begin in August in two phases: on outside the Town Hall and Market Hall (first 
phase) and one along Blackburn Road (due to start in 2018).   
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Councillor Dobson raised the following concerns: 
 
- parking on Blackburn Road after works had been completed 
- if the name ‘Co-ordinator’ in the job title was appropriate for the role. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated that there had been no additional car 
parking planned in the scheme and invited suggestions for changes to the job title.  He 
gave details of the type of candidate that they were looking for including significant 
experience of marketing with a fresh perspective for the advancement of the town centre. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

8 Housing Supply 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing development across the Borough.  He reported that the Council would be 
advertising to appoint a Project Manager to support and manage the development and 
delivery of the Housing Zone masterplan.  
 
He provided updates on the following sites: 
 
Lyndon Park Great Harwood -  Keepmoat had got full consent to build 217 homes on the 
site.  He referred to the transfer of land from the Council to Keepmoat Homes Limited and 
pointed out that the contract for the land should be signed by the end of July and the land 
transfer should take place before the middle of August.   
 
Parker Place, Rishton - Gleeson Homes were continuing to make good progress 
constructing 75 new homes. 
 
Church Bank Works, Kirk Road, Church - Gleeson Homes had not yet started construction 
but were aiming to do so in the near future. 
 
Steiner Street & Phoenix – He reported that there had been no further progress but 
indicated that the introduction of the Marginal Viability fund could be beneficial to this area. 
 
He reported that discussions had been held with Planning on the following planning 
proposals:- 

Former Conservative Club, Cannon Street (apartment development) 

Residential development on Balfour Street, Great Harwood 

Devine Fisheries (east of Manchester Road) – 100 plus potential executive homes 
 
Councillor Dobson referred to complaints from residents about overhanging trees on council 
owned land off Manchester Road and asked if they could be pruned.  The Head of 
Regeneration and Housing indicated that he would report this. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that the Government had released a £2.3 
billion ‘Housing Infrastructure Fund, a capital programme for new physical infrastructure to 
unlock sites in the areas of greatest housing demand.  He gave details of the funding 
prospectus and pointed out that there would be two separate funding streams, Marginal 
Viability Funding – up to £10m (used to progress new sites) and Forward Funding – up to 
£250m (for strategic and high impact infrastructure schemes) for which Lancashire County 
Council would be the bidding authority.  Funding would be available from 2017/18 to 
2020/21 and the deadline for bids was 28th September 2017. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
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9 Church Canal Gateway 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to provide the Panel with an 
update on the Church Canal Gateway Project.  He referred to the area of the project which 
was largely owned by the Council with the exception of the adjacent privately owned sites 
of the former Commercial Hotel and the former Hargreaves Warehouse.  He referred to the 
problems of developing the privately owned sites due to the condition of the buildings and 
the cost to bring these back into use and pointed out that the buildings could not be 
demolished because of conservation policies.  A successful bid for Heritage Lottery 
Funding was an option and would be explored.  He also informed the Panel that the 
capacity of the work required on the site would exceed the current staffing resources 
available until other projects had been concluded. 
 
The Chair requested that the Church Ward Councillors were forwarded a copy of the report 
on the Church Canal Gateway for information. 
 
Resolved  (1)  That the report be noted; and 
 

(2)  That the report on the Church Canal Gateway be circulated 
to the Church Ward Councillors. 

 
10 New Selective Licensing Designation 

 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported on the proposed new Selective Licensing 
Designation scheme which had been agreed by Cabinet but was awaiting approval from the 
Secretary of State.  He pointed out that the existing scheme ended 30 November 2017 and 
it was hoped that the new scheme would be ready to be in place by the 1st December, 
subject to receiving approval from the Secretary of State.   
 
Members gave advice and asked questions about the proposed scheme and the Head of 
Regeneration and Housing pointed out that they had received significant responses and 
representations from the representatives of landlords.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted.     
 

11 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

12 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Monday 17th September 2017 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 


